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 Australia District Governor 2004-5, Frank Fotiades received the Australia Day 
Metropolitan “Local Hero Award”  2007 for Community Service in the Northern Territory. As a 
follow up to this Frank and wife Pam went to Canberra for the Australia Day ceremony to have 
the award presented by the Prime Minister, John Howard. Frank had morning tea with Mr. 
Howard and later both Frank and Pam went to lunch with the Governor General, Major General 
Michael Jeffery.   

An excerpt from the Australia Day booklet reads:  

“Frank Fotiades channels his boundless energy and his thirst for serving his local community 
through the Northern Territory arm of Kiwanis, an International Club dedicated to community 
service. Frank is one of the two remaining Charter Members in the Casuarina Club in the 
Territory and has maintained a perfect attendance record and introduced more new members 
than anyone else. He’s the only Territorian to become District Governor of Australia for Kiwanis 
International. Frank has spearheaded fundraising for many thousands of dollars, mainly for 
children and distributed food to the Salvation Army at Christmas time. There have been many 
special fundraising projects such as Iodine Deficiency, HeartKids and building playgrounds. 
Most notably, collecting and sending school requirements, toys and clothing for orphans in 
Timor Leste. Frank is one of those special people who, when they take on a job, give their life 
and soul to it.”     

  Frank receiving the Metropolitan “ Local Hero”  Award 2007 from Claire Martin, NT Chief Minister. 
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Fellow Kiwanians, 

My congratulations and thanks to those clubs who supported the 
HeartKids Research appeal last year and to those clubs who couldn’t 
help last year, thank you for trying and maybe you can do something this 
year. 

The final amount raised was $50,000 and a cheque for this was 
presented to Dr. J. Sandford who is a member of the Cardiac Research 
Team.    

Many clubs didn’t just donate to the Research appeal they also donated 
to their State HeartKids Organisations too. Other clubs just made 
donations and supplied manual hours to their State Organisations. They 
are also acknowledged. 

Governor Geoff, through the Board of Trustees has set a target of 
$60,000 this year and I sincerely hope we can achieve this amount in 
time for the 2007 District Convention and we hope we can have Prof. 
Dan Penny there to receive the cheque. He is the leader of the research 
team and is well known to Kiwanis. 

I have spent many hours with HeartKids’ children, their parents and 
families. Children who from the day they are born, have a future of major 
heart surgery and in most cases many times over their youth years. 
Research continues to find the cause and so eliminate these problems. 
Research in treatment, medication, exercises etc. also continues.  I know 
that Research costs a lot of money that is why Kiwanis has come to the 
fore and taken up the challenge and adopted the cause. To me “This is 
well worth working for “. 

Governor Geoff has also asked me to arrange a Kiwanis HeartKids 
week. The aim is to develop awareness to the general public as most 
people haven’t heard of Congenital Heart Disease or Acquired Heart 
Disease in children. They receive no government grants or any other 
special appeals for research. It is also a means to inform the public of the 
work and dedication that Kiwanis has achieved for these children. 

Possible ideas for types of activities:- Raffles, Film day, Picnic day, 
Window displays in shops, B.B.Q.s, HeartKids collection tins in shops, 
pubs clubs etc .,Sell HeartKids merchandise, Trivia Night. 

Collection tins and merchandise can be obtained from your State 
HeartKids Organisation and the monies from these sales must go to your 
state organisation. The others can go to Research or your State. 

The date chosen for Kiwanis HeartKids week is Saturday May  5th  to 
Sunday May  13th.  With May 13th being Mothers Day we hope you will 
arrange a Church Parade Day. 

Ted pictured with the $50,000 
cheque that was presented to 
HeartKids August 2006. 
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Governor  Geoff Hill     (Vic) 

Governor Elect Bill van Dieman     (SA) 

Imm Past Gov Geoff Holmes    (SA) 

Secretary  Peter Cecil    (Vic) 

Treasurer  Bill Avallone    (Vic) 

Lieutenant Governors 

Division 1  Steven Hughes    (Vic) 

Division 2  Ken Archer    (NSW) 

Division 3  Don Millard    (SA) 

Division 4   Mal Humble   (WA) 

Division  6  Beni Avallone    (Vic) 

Division 7  John Hyde    (Vic) 

Division 8  Owen Donaghey    (SA) 

Division 9  Maurie Johnson    (NT) 

Division 10  Geoff Sibley    (SA)  

District Chairs 

Achievement  Geoff Holmes    (SA) 

Admin,Policy & Insurance Brian Emery    (SA) 

AKtion Clubs  Peter Zander    (SA) 

Bulletin Editor Jan Hyde    (Vic) 

Charitable Trust Ian Perdriau    (Vic) 

Community Service David Allen    (SA) 

District Convention 2007 Don Kilgour    (Vic) 

Education & Training Peter Zander    (SA) 

HeartKids  Ted Kitto    (Vic) 

Human & Spiritual Values Janine Powell     (SA) 

IDD (Australia) Norman Ford    (SA) 

International Foundation Ted Scarfe    (NSW) 

Laws, Regs & Resolns. Phil Riggio    (Vic)  

Marketing & PR Don Kilgour    (Vic) 

Membership & Growth Rae Pidgeon (NSW) 

New Club Building Sev Duhring (Vic) 

Succession Plan Bill Craig    (Vic) 

Supplies  Peter O’Keefe    (SA)  

K Kids & Key Clubs Janine Powell    (SA) 

Builders Clubs Graham Mould   (Vic) 

Circle K   Bryen Smith    (NSW) 

Youth Serv & Terrific Kids Tania Allen    (SA) 

Website  George Loch    (NT) 

International Convention Bill Craig    (Vic)  
          

$60,000 
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Australia District 
Charitable Trust 

Mr Ian Perdriau 

24 Laburnum St 

Brighton 3186 
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 The other night I had a dream 
that the phone rang and it was the 
Governor of South Western Australia (we 
have 2 Districts. SA, WA, NT. and South 
Eastern District Vic, NSW, ACT & TAS.) 
The Governor of South Western Australia 
says, “Great news, 4 new clubs - 
Kununurra, Derby, Broome and Mt Tom 
Price. This will bring our membership up to 
2800 members and we now cover the 
whole of the South West”.  

I said “Great work, The TAG TEAMS have 
done a wonderful job plus the fact that all 
dues had now been reduced to $50.00 
total”.  

I hung up the phone thinking how good is 
that. Then the phone rang once more. Yes, 
it was the Governor of South Eastern 
Australia. He was so excited. “Did you 
hear that the International Convention 

2011 is to be held in Sydney. Way to go! 
Great news. Something I must mention 
our membership has now topped 3800 
and we conducted a huge fund raiser at 
the Sydney Entertainment Centre raising 
1 Million Dollars”.  

I said “ Wow, that is Fantastic”  

THEN I WOKE UP!!   

What a dream! But it was back to reality. 
There is still a long way to go, but you 
must have a Dream, a Vision, a purpose 
and a goal. Our membership is starting to 
grow from around 894 on the KI list + 
some unlisted members bringing us to 
about 960 which at last is a good sign. 

Membership world wide is now 260,701 
an increase of 11861. The lowest 
numbers were in early 2005 and the 
highest was 1992 with 324,727. 

In previous reports I have mentioned the 
25% growth in clubs. If you grow your 
club by 25% or more and retain that 
growth past the 30th September in that 
year you will receive (at club level) a 
rebate on KI dues for those members in 
the next Kiwanis Year. 

There are a couple of clubs that have 
reached that goal but do not stop there 
because each member extra will get 
rebate. 1 2 3  you hold the key. You must 
be tired of me mentioning this over and 
over. I would love to see a member in 
Australia District win some of these 
prizes.1st Prize is a trip to the 
International Convention in 2008. It 
includes Hotel, Airfares and Convention 
Registration. There are to be 2 winners 
plus many other prizes. 

Remember that you have just as much 

chance as winning as any other member 
from around the world. 

Bev and I have been visiting the clubs 
around the District and to those clubs we 
haven’t visited yet, you are on our list. It 
has been a pleasure meeting all the 
members, new and old. Thank you all for 
your friendship and hospitality. 

NOW STOP, AND LET’S THINK. 

We all have a comfort zone. We have 
always done things this way. We sit in the 
same seats and maybe with the same 
circle of friends. Everything stays the 
same. It Happens but you know, you can 
change. You do not have to stay the 
same. I know of one club that if the 
quality of their meal at their meeting 
changes they change venues. 

And continue to do so. Remember 
meeting times may not suit all members. 
Maybe the secretary’s job is too much of 
an overload. Have 2 Secretaries. It 
works. 

Some of our members new and old need 
encouragement. 

Involve them in your circle.  

Jump outside of your comfort zone. If you 
do not reach out then you lose a great 
opportunity. Wonderful things can 
happen. 

Speak to all the members that you 
haven’t spoken to for some time . 

We Can Change. We Must Change if we 
are to grow. 

The Best is yet to come. 

Regards,  Geoff Hill 
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one million members. This is truly an 
exciting time to be a Kiwanis member 
and leader. 

In 2005 Kiwanis established the goal to 
be One Million Members strong by our 
100th anniversary in 2015. As an 
organization, it is time to celebrate! We 
must extend our appreciation to the 
members that invited new members to 
join, the clubs that sponsored new 
Kiwanis clubs, the club presidents, 
governors and district leaders for their 
support and leadership to grow the 
organization, and the membership 

Rob Parker  CEO/Executive Director Kiwanis 
International  

(from the “KIWANIGRAM”  Dec.2006) 

It is my privilege to announce to you the 
official membership numbers for the 2005-
2006 Kiwanis year. 

As of September 30, 2006, the total 
membership for Kiwanis International is 
260,701 members in 8,241 clubs. This 
represents an increase of 11,413 members 
and 124 clubs over the baseline numbers 
established last year, and is the first 
measurable progress towards our goal of 

growth teams for reenergizing our 
growth efforts. We have established a 
strong foundation and must continue 
our commitment to achieve One Million 
Members by 2015 
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Kiwanis International Shows 11,413 In Growth Last Year 
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The Australia District of Kiwanis wishes to acknowledge Kiwanian Brian Bergin who died on January 26th 2007.  Among many 
other attributes to his name, Brian was a member of the Kiwanis Club of Waverley for over 25 years. He was a Distinguished 
President (with Honours), a Distinguished Lieutenant Governor, a Life Member of KI and a George F Hixon Fellow. Kiwanis 

Australia extends sincere condolences to his wife Joan and son Peter.  
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It all began long ago in a past century. The 
year was 1954. A modest year to some. A 
monumental year to Jim and Pat Humble of 
Mosman Park in Western Australia. Young 
Malcolm was 4 days late when he finally 
arrived on the 5th of April. 

Mosman Park back in the late 50’s early 60’s 
saw me riding my trike up and down the 
street, playing with Andy, next door. Having 
scrummy pancakes cooked by Andy’s gran-
mar covered with lots of home made grape 
jam. Andy and his family came from 
Czechoslovakia and were wonderful friends. 
Bonfire night was always great. Andy’s dad 
would build a gigantic bonfire in the empty 
block next door and we would all stand 
around with our families and watch the fire 
burn, the crackers would go bang and the sky 
rockets would go up, up, almost to the moon. 
1961 was the last bonnie in our street. In early 
1962 Mum passed away and life would never 
be the same. 

Dad and I picked up our lives after Mum. We 
both became involved with the St Johns 
Ambulance Brigade. Dad was the first person 
in Australia to teach deaf and dumb children 
first aid. I can still see the faces of those 
people go into ecstasy when they got 
something right, or create mayhem when they 
got it wrong. Monday night was brigade night. 
Dad and I would go along to the deaf and 
dumb school, usually getting into trouble from 
the guys because we were always late. 
Because I was only 9 or 10 at the time, I 
became the brigade prompter during 
marching practice. I was always at the front in 
a position where all of the brigade could see 
me so they knew when to start and stop. We 
had a little signal system worked out, so that 
when we were on parade we would march 
correctly. All of the “normal” people couldn’t 
understand how we could all march off on 
time. I would pat my left buttock to start and 
my right one to stop. We had spent countless 
hours refining the technique. We moved away 
from Mosman Park shortly after the kids won 
the state championships. Sadly Dad was 
widely criticized for his work with the deaf and 
dumb school, to the extent that he resigned 
his commission and never went back to first 
aid. 

A new life. Dad remarried and was able to 
fulfil his life long dream of owning a 
“Hammond Organ”. Step Mum was OK, but 
my life changed again when each night I 
came home, Dad would be playing music. He 
played double base in the navy bands when 
he was young, so music was a part of his life. 
He went on to become one of Perth’s most 
sought after wedding musicians, playing at 
receptions. He spent 9 long years trying to 
talk me into playing the organ, without 
success. Looking back now? I wish I had 
listened to my good old Dad. 

I started growing up and hitting late teens was 
OK. I used to ride my push bike 20kms to see 
my Nan every Sunday and have lunch with 
her. She was my inspiration and my guide. We 
would often sit and talk about everything or 
about yet another competition she had won. At 
the age of 75 Nan wrote a book, about her life 
at the Cape Naturalist Light House and the 
time they rescued sailors from a shipwreck. It 
is a recollection of the end of one of the last 
sailing ships to work the Western Australian 
coast and now sits proudly in The Battie 
Library today. 

I didn’t do what one would call normal stuff 
back in the 70’s. No! I took up ballroom 
dancing and instead of going to pubs and 
clubs; I went along to the bowling clubs and 
danced the night away with lots of women old 
enough to be my mum. 

Well, actually, Dad was out every Saturday 
night playing for weddings, so I would partner 
Mum to the local club dance. We would follow 
the Cy Walters Trio. Cy played piano and 
sang. John Benson played the drums and 
harmonized and good old George? Well, he 
played the meanest sax you have ever heard. 
First and third Saturday would be Hilton Park 
and the second and fourth, Mosman Park 
Bowling Club. Wonderful stuff… Gay Gordans, 
Maxina, Verleeta Waltz and of course the 
Circular Waltz. Those were the nights.  

We would dance around the floor singing 
…”maybe it’s because I’m a Londoner”… We 
would sit in tables of ten, with a 2 litre ice-
cream bucket in the middle of the table. As 
each man arrived, they would throw $10 into 
the bucket and that would take care of drinks 
all night. Ladies would bring a plate of 
munchies to nibble on. You could bet a tenner 
that at least one lady would bring along a plate 
of Sao biscuits with cheese and gherkin. Back 
in those days you only had one sort of dip. 
French Onion. But a couple of the ladies had 
fantastic home made Dips which were the hit 
of the tables. 

Summers were spent near the beach, kicking 
around with friends and doing stuff. Friday 
nights were spent at Claremont Speedway. 
Chum Taylor ruled the track in solo’s and the 
mighty Charlie West and Geoff Stanton ruled 
speed cars. The drive-in was the place to be 
when nothing else was happening. We would 
catch a movie and then stop off at the “new” 
Hungry Jacks in Melville for a Yumbo or a 
Whopper. Back in those days it really did take 
two hands to handle a whopper. 

Around about this time I became involved with 
Karting, or “go-karts” as we called it in those 
days. The Tiger Go-Kart Club in Henderson, 
right on the beach was my home for about 3 
years. Being a rather nervous and timid type I 
was involved with the management side of 
things rather than hurtle around a track at 
80kms an hour with my back-side only 
centimetres off the ground. My primary role 
was to manage a team of 3 drivers who all 
went on to become state champions in only 
their second year in the team.  

I qualified in furniture manufacturing and 
design, but left the trade to spend the next 30 
years working in warehousing and logistics. 

I married in 1980 and had two beautiful girls. 
Through the 80’s and 90’s life was pretty much 
the “normal” life. Doing everything that is, being 
a Dad. There were good times and bad. But I 
guess at the end of the day, no matter what you 
get presented with, the job of “Dad” is the most 
rewarding, most fulfilling thing a man can do. 

Sadly my marriage ended around 2000. It was a 
major turning point in my life. 

I learnt about pain. I learnt about searching 
within and discovering more about one’s inner 
self. I also learnt about accepting people for 
who they are. I discovered “volunteering” in 
2001. More importantly I discovered how 
fantastic one felt after felt after doing stuff for 
others. My Service life began with the WA Aids 
Council. I became a special event volunteer. My 
first introduction to volunteering was the Food 
and Wine Festival held annually in Russell 
Square: 6am to 7pm. Flat out. Doing every thing 
from assisting with crowd control through to 
carting ice to the various stands. After the 
crowd left then it was packing up a couple of 
hundred chairs and tables and generally helping 
the stall holders with their gear. I was totally 
exhausted at the end of it. But I felt a strange 
kind of fulfilment. During my two years of 
working on various projects and events at 
WAAC I was introduced to Kiwanis by way of a 
cry for help for volunteers for Rally Australia. 

The Canning River Club needed volunteers for 
the parking and ticketing checks at the country 
stages. I went along and was hooked. I had a 
great time getting close to the rally drivers and 
action. It took another twelve months for me to 
join Kiwanis and as the old saying goes…the 
rest is history. 

My journey with Kiwanis has been an amazing 
experience. Meeting new friends, working with 
talented individuals and generally having a 
fantastic time. 

In recent months in my capacity as Lt Governor 
I have met some wonderful people, doing all 
sorts of stuff to help their local communities.  

The lesson I have learnt is that no matter what 
we do, no matter where we do it, or no matter 
why we do it…extending the hand of friendship, 
support and caring to those in need and 
receiving nothing more than a smile or a nod of 
the head, is the most fulfilling experience we  
can have.  

We do not have problems, only Challenges. A 
Challenge is but a mere speed bump on the 
Road of Life. 

 

Mal Humble    January  2007 
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what life would be like 
once the British left 
Malta. Our sense of 
adventure, hope, faith 
and love for each other 
boosted our courage 
and willingness to live 
so far away from our 
dear families. We were 
adamant to make the 
best of it, to adapt as 
quickly as possible and start a family as 
soon as we settle down.  

Our first child was born 15 months after we 
arrived here, two months before Bill and I 
changed our citizenship from ‘British Sub-
jects Citizens of Malta’ to ‘Australian’, and 
one month before we moved into our very 
own weather-board cottage, where we still 
live today. Within the next eight years our 
second daughter and two sons were born. 
They are all fantastic and very successful 
in their chosen careers, all possessing two 
degrees each, two of whom are completing 
their Masters degree. One excels in Busi-
ness Management and Computer Analysis, 
one in Psychology-Physiology, one in Infor-
mation Technology and Teaching, and the 
youngest as a Lawyer and Senior Associ-
ate with a big Law Firm in Melbourne. We 
are very proud of each one of them and 
their achievements. Three are now mar-
ried. Bill and I are very proud grand-
parents of two beautiful and highly intelli-
gent grand-daughters. We are truly blessed 
and very lucky. All our children appreciate 
the big move we made 41 years ago. 
Three have visited Malta. I have been back 
6 times while my parents were alive, and 
Bill has been twice. We visited Malta and 
toured Europe together in 1999. 

Settling in Australia to a new way of life 
was never daunting for us.  We had never 
been on a train or tram before we arrived 
here, as they don’t exist in Malta. The wide 
open spaces, the greenery, mountains, 
rivers and valleys, big sandy beaches, 
huge parks and highways were all new to 
us. We admired the lovely smiling, care-
free faces we saw and the friendly people 
we met. We mixed easily as we were both 
raised very pro-British, with English tradi-
tions, similar principles and strong family 
values. We did not mind being referred to 
as ‘New Australians’ and were never called 
anything else We did not see ourselves as 
different and neither did our children. We 
preferred to assimilate with Australians, to 
have an Australian identity and be ac-
cepted as such. It did not take us long to 
be accepted. Despite all this we are both 
very proud of our heritage and upbringing. 
Yes there were times when I felt homesick 

 Malta, a tiny, beautiful and histori-
cal island right in the middle of the Medi-
terranean Sea, is our birth place. Both Bill 
and I were raised there. We attended Pri-
mary schools in neighbouring towns, sat 
for our Oxford University ‘Ordinary’ Level 
examinations at the same time, same 
place, and that is when and where we first 
met, at the ‘Lower Barracca Gardens’ on 
the bastions of Valletta. That happened on 
the 6th July 11959. Bill was only 16 and I 
was just 17.  

 

We started ‘going steady’ in 1962 when I 
finished my 2 years residential Teachers 
Training College course of study, and Bill 
completed his Accountancy and Book-
keeping Studies through Cambridge Uni-
versity Correspondence Course. We were 
formally ‘engaged’ on 1st January 1965, a 
few months after we made the decision to 
migrate to Australia. We were married on 
Sunday 26th December 1965 at a Nuptial 
Mass in the oldest church in Valletta.  

My Father gave us a beautiful, white, big 
wedding which was attended by our close 
families, friends and school staff col-
leagues from both schools where we 
taught. Bill was employed by the Malta 
Education Department as a Temporary 
Teacher. He never wanted to make teach-
ing as his career.   We had a lovely Hon-
eymoon at a hotel apartment right across 
from St Paul’s Island where the ship trans-
porting prisoner Paul to Rome was ship-
wrecked. 

Sixty-four days after getting married, on 
my 24th birthday, we boarded a KLM Dutch 
Airline plane for Australia, the first time we 
had ever left Malta and flown in an aero-
plane. It was full of newlyweds, all eager to 
have a better future away from Malta’s 
newly elected socialist-prone government 
and depressing political-religious public 
arguments. We also could not imagine 

and lonely in our first year here, when 
Bill was at work all day and I was home 
alone before our eldest child was born.  

Life got busier as time went on and I 
got involved on School Councils, Par-
ents Associations and Mothers’ Club, 
helping out with school activities and 
upgrading my qualifications before I 
returned to teaching in 1982. I retired in 
2001. Bill worked in Banking for 32 
years until he retired in 1998. We both 
joined Kiwanis in 2001.  

Bill is the eldest of 6 children, 3 boys 
and 3 girls. His past hobbies were play-
ing soccer, lawn bowls, swimming, sail-
ing, and going to the cinema. He now 
prefers electronics, computer technol-
ogy, watching Australian Rules Foot-
ball, Tennis, British Soccer, Rugby and 
Golf, and reading. We share a love of 
travelling, driving around our big beauti-
ful country, dining at fine restaurants, 
and Kiwanis Community Service. In 
past years I have played tennis and 
netball and enjoyed sailing and choir 
singing. Now I like reading, surfing and 
using the internet, canoeing, casual 
golf, water-colour painting, cooking, 
sewing, creative writing and caring for 
my family.  

I am very family-orientated and enjoy 
hosting family meals and ‘get-
togethers’. I am the eighth child, fifth 
daughter and third youngest. I have 
eight surviving siblings, two in England, 
one in Western Australia and five in 
Malta. My paternal early ancestors 
(traced to the 12th century), were the 
Von Schembri, who owned grape vine 
orchards in the Rhine Valley in Ger-
many. We have 3 knights “Chevaliers” 
listed in our large family tree. Bill’s ma-
ternal grandfather was Scottish and his 
paternal ancestors came from Italy, 
possibly migrants from Avallon, near 
the Yonne River in Burgundy, France. -
---- No wonder we both love wine!  

Beni Avallone, January 2007 

�
BENI AVALLONE  2005-2007 Division 6 

Lieutenant Governor  

BILL AVALLONE  2003-2007 District Treasurer 

Beni and Bill are members of the 
Brighton Kiwanis Club, Victoria. 

Bill and Beni on a cruise ship to Tahiti, March 2002 

Southern Valletta as seen from the Lower 
Barracca Gardens: Grand Harbour, Barriera 

Wharf, with St Barbara Bastion, Lascaris 
Bastion and St Peter & Pauls’ Bastions. 



OWEN DONAGHEY 

Brighton Club S.A. 

Gudday!   

For those who haven’t had the pleasure 
of meeting me, my name is Owen and 
have the privilege of being the 
Lieutenant Governor of Division 8 again 
this year, after a break of 9 years.  

I am a born and bred South Aussie, and 

proud of it. Born in Adelaide in 1930, this 
makes me a patriarch of the area.  For 
those who are not sure, I did attend school, 
from reception to year 12 with tertiary 
studies in Accountancy afterwards.  During 
this time and when I did leave school, I 
spent 26 years in the motion picture 
industry from being a message boy for a 
distributor to a projectionist then to being 
the Manager of two drive-ins.  I then 
transferred my interests to being a soldier 
boy for 6 years, then a restaurant and motel 
manager. 

In October, 1986, a very good friend of 
mine, asked me to come along to a Kiwanis 
meeting, which I found interesting, as it felt 
like something I could get my teeth into and 
do some good. In November of that year, I 
joined the Reynella (SA) club and held 
several Directorships and was asked to be 
Secretary, then President.  I held this last 
named one for 2 years and was fortunate to 
be made “Distinguished”. Following a 

change in my life, I transferred to the 
Brighton club in S.A. and followed the 
same pattern – Directorships, Secretary 
(twice “Distinguished), President and now 
Treasurer. 

This sounds very good, but did I mention 
that I also served as Lt. Governor for the 
Division before? – 1992-1993, 1993-1994, 
1996-1997, and now 2006-2007, a spot I 
thoroughly enjoy. But please take note, 
this is the last time.  I am sure that there 
are capable members in the clubs who 
can do this job with great gusto. 

My wife Shirley is also a member of 
Brighton Club and holds the position of 
Director of House and Reception – her 
sixth year and daughter, Cheryl Hessling 
also a member and of course, wife to 
Phillip, a Past Lieutenant Governor. 

Owen Donaghey, January 2007. 
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by Don Millard Lieut. Governor         
Div. 3 SA, Member of the Adelaide 

Club�
After the thought-provoking workshop 
“Visible or Invisible” presented by 
Shepparton Clubs at the Newcastle 
Convention, Margaret and I were 
returning by car through the Riverina. 
Although we had lived at Wagga Wagga 
for some years in the 1960s, we had 
never travelled home to Adelaide 
through Deniliquin, so decided to use 
that way this time. We had thought it 
might be a bit of a dry “Hay Plains” type 
frontier town, so had avoided it in the 
past. 

We arrived at Deniliquin around 
lunchtime to have a long break, a good 
leg stretch around the town and to buy 
lunch. Pre-conceptions were quickly 

“shot down”. A  lovely  town of parks, 
gardens and waterways, with a smart 
main street of well-restored and 
maintained heritage buildings. We also 
noted it is a very “fertile” place judging by 
the large numbers of young mums with 
pushers and toddlers in the street. Out 
for a walk around the park (more mums, 
“littlies” and pushers!) and back to the 
main street for lunch. The large “Kiwanis” 
sign on the sandwich board on the 
pavement outside the community hall 
immediately attracted us from a distance. 
“The Club is doing something today?” 
“Midweek?”  Then it became clear from 
the display on the sandwich board, and 
as we introduced ourselves to the 
Kiwanis Club Member at the main door. 
(A working lady, she was just using her 
lunch break to staff the door for a time, 
while the other Club members went to a 
café for their lunch). It also explained the 
large concentration of young families in 
the town that day. 

The Club has a great project going; 
something we might all take up. They hire 
the hall for the day and set up a battery 
of 10 to 12 booths each with tables/chairs 
and display boards. They then offer each 
of these free to as many of the 
government, council and non-
government providers and agencies of 
family/child services that they can attract. 
A “Family Help Fair” you might call it. We 
spoke with a number of the providers at 
the booth tables covered with their 
literature. They welcomed the opportunity 
given to them to be where families were 

attracted to a central information place. For 
example one enthusiastic young lady was 
the coordinator of the special “home child 
care” program running in the District. In 
this program people can offer their services 
as home carers in their own homes for a 
limited number of children. The coordinating 
group arranges the mandatory government 
inspections and accreditation procedures 
and then links potential customers to the 
accredited provider. A great system given 
the shortage of pre-school, kindergarten 
and child care facilities. 

The hall was attractive for families, mums 
and toddlers (creche, while mum talked and 
consulted). Refreshments. What a great 
way for Kiwanis to be seen serving families 
and children. 

As we went into one of the cafes for lunch 
the other Club members, temporarily off 
duty, were at a table there. How did we 
know them? They wore their badges 
proudly, and we said “hello”. 

The whole Deniliquin District must have no 
doubt who Kiwanis are and what they do. 
The Club is “Visible”.  

Congratulations Deniliquin Club. 
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not able to take any photos of the children but their facilities for 
the children and their families are second to none. 

The main purpose of our visit to Riley Hospital was to deliver the 
Bears that the partners of the Governors had completed the 
previous day at the Build A Bear Workshop. 

We had great fun (women and men) building and dressing these 
bears for these sick children. We made about 240 bears which 
was enough for all the children in the hospital to receive a bear 
the following day. While at the Build A Bear Workshop we were 
fortunate to be able to meet with a parent and her little girl Riley 
(named after the hospital). Riley was born prematurely at about 
22 weeks with a very serious heart defect and she weighed in at 
one and a half pounds. She has had many operations at Riley 
Hospital, the first when she weighed about 2 pounds. Riley is the 
smallest baby to be born at the hospital and survive. She is 
classed as “Their Little Miracle”. She is now a very energetic 4 
year old, although still very small. 

I was able to take some 
photos of Riley as she is 
today with her Mum and a 
photo of the tiny Doll’s suit 
that she wore while still a 
tiny baby in the hospital. 

I felt I could relate to this little girl as 
HEARTKIDS is our major project again 
this year. 

Yours In Kiwanis,   Bev Hill 

Governor Geoff and I have just returned from a trip to Council in 
Indianapolis USA.  (4, 5, 6th January 2007) 

While it was a very interesting trip the highlight of my trip was a 
visit to the Riley Children’s Heart and Trauma Hospital in 
Indianapolis. Riley Hospital is set up to treat Heart Trauma 
patients from all over America and is number 11 on the list of top 
children’s Hospitals in America. This hospital is in the rebuilding 
stage and will be even further up this list when completed. It is 
very advanced in HEART Operations and ties in well with what 
Australian Kiwanians are working towards with HeartKids 

It is very heavily sponsored by the local Kiwanis Clubs and 
wherever you go in this Hospital there is a sign that tells you that 
“ this was proudly supplied with donations and help from 
the local Kiwanis Clubs in Indianapolis” .  Examples of this 
are the lifts to the emergency ward, the helipad and a large 
brick wall with a plaque on each brick to acknowledge the 
monetary donations.  

At this Hospital they have live in facilities for the families of the 
patients with a library, a teaching program for the school age 
patients, McDonalds of course and an area that has been 
designed and built to look just like a small home. It has all the 
furniture and equipment that you would need for everyday life so 
that the children feel more comfortable when they are there for 
their treatment. It even has a fully equipped kitchen.  

As it was a Saturday while we were there, we were unable to go 
right through the Hospital and as they have Privacy Laws I was 
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The Moorabbin Kiwanis Club chose its 
last change-over luncheon to honour 
three long-standing members by 
presenting them with prestigious Legion 
of Honour Awards for their service to 
Kiwanis at the national level within the 
Australia District and within their local 
community.  

Right: Receiving the prestigious 
Legion of Honour awards from 
President Tim Vine are Bryan Williams, 
Len Winnell  and Allan Lord 

Past District Governor Allan Lord has 
been a member at Moorabbin for 35 
years and this year has accepted the 
challenge to increase membership by 
leading the Club’s membership and 
growth committee.  

Also receiving recognition for 30 years 
service were Len Winnell and Bryan 
Williams. Both initially members of the 
former Mordialloc-Aspendale club, they 
decided to join Moorabbin rather than 
leave Kiwanis when their club disbanded. 
This ensured that their collective 
experience gained as District Officers 
was not lost to Kiwanis.  

Over the years Len has served multiple 
terms as District Secretary and Treasurer 
while Bryan has led the District as 

Governor and has also has been District 
Secretary on a number of occasions. 

Ironically Allan was partly responsible for 
Len and Bryan embracing Kiwanis back in 
1975. At that time the Moorabbin club 
sponsored a new club in the Mordialloc-

Aspendale area and Len and Bryan 
responded to the call to become new 
Kiwanians.  

Since that time all three have at different 
times worked alongside each other at 
District and Club levels. 
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2006 marks the 30th Anniversary of  Special Olympics Australia. To celebrate, 
Special Olympics Australia wanted to acknowledge the efforts and dedication 
of a number of volunteers and supporters who have made a significant 
contribution to “You Made it Happen” during the course of the past 30 years. 
Many Kiwanians have assisted Special Olympics as volunteers in various 
capacities. John Skinner, a Kiwanian in the Doncaster-Templestowe Club was 
nominated and included in the recipients. 

John, and wife Jan have represented Kiwanis as volunteers for 24 years with 
John working at many levels, including Victorian State Chairman during 1986-
9. The list of John’s roles is a page long. Jan has also made significant 
contributions during this time. They have both been active volunteers in 23 of 
the last 24 years of State Games, as well as helping at several National 
Games.  

Next year they both have been invited as special guests at the 12th Special 
Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai in October 2007. 

John and Jan are pictured receiving their “ So You Made It Happen”  
Award at the National Games on the Gold Coast October 2006.  
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In every generation and at the 
foundation of an organisation there 
appears  a  person o f  v is ion, 
p e r s i s t e n c e ,  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d 
commitment. This person has the 
ability to motivate, inspire and enthuse 
– never for his or her own benefit but 
for the good of the wider community. 

Such a man is Ken Farmer, the founder 
of Kiwanis in South Australia in 1969.   

During the time of Ken’s involvement 
he was a Charter Member in 1968 of 

the Kiwanis Club of Adelaide, President 
1969-70, Lt Governor of Division 3 (South 
Australia) 1970-71-72, District of Australia 
Governor 1975-76; is a Life Member of 
Kiwanis International; was recognised by 
Kiwanis for his outstanding service by 
presentation of a George F. Hixson medal; 
and received the Legion of Honour for 35 
years membership. In 1988 Ken had 
registered perfect attendance for 19 years. 

Ken served on various Kiwanis 
International Committees including 
Committee on Membership Growth in 1983-
84. At the beginning of Ken’s year as 
Governor of Australia District there were 25 
Clubs, at 30th September 1976 there were 
33 clubs in Australia. 

The Kiwanis Club of Adelaide, with the 
encouragement and assistance of Ken 
Farmer, has built 17 other Kiwanis Clubs 
since receiving their Charter in 1969, 
including Darwin, Whyalla, Glenelg, 
Brisbane, Streaky Bay and Wudinna.   

Ken was awarded a trophy for the record 
number of clubs built in 1 year and a 
special trophy awarded by District for the 
record number of clubs built in 1 year (11 
clubs). 

It is not only for new club building that Ken 
Farmer is honoured. Since 1969 Ken has 
been actively involved, instigated and 
managed many projects and fund-raising 
ventures to assist the community.  For 27 

years, beginning in 1970, the major fund 
raising project of our club was an Art 
Exhibition. The proceeds from these went 
entirely to welfare projects and have 
enabled our club to assist many worthy 
beneficiaries.  In recent years we have 
managed and provided volunteer labour 
at the Bonython Park Kiosk as our major 
fund raising venture. 

Prior to the 1987-88 ‘K’ year the Kiwanis 
Club of Adelaide had an all male 
membership, until the Bylaws were 
changed to admit female members.  Our 
first lady member was inducted in 1990 
and (I) Janine Powell was honoured to be 
the first Lady President during our 30th 
year in 1998-9 and then 1st Lady 
Governor of Australia District in 2002-03. 

It was during this time that I fully 
appreciated the calibre of Ken Farmer as 
a wise counsellor, motivator, encourager 
and mentor (as he has been for all Office 
Bearers). Ken set the standard, took the 
long-term view, ensured continuity, 
applauded innovation and challenged. 

Ken has continued an active association 
with Kiwanis since 1969, now holding 
Senior Member status following 
retirement to live on the River Murray at 
Mannum. He and his wife attend all major 
functions. 

Written by Janine Powell who nominated Ken for 
the OAM. Congratulations to you too, Janine. 
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Michael Paterson has been a member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Reynella since 1973 and has held several Directorships in the 
Club, including a term as President. For the past five years 
Michael has been the Club’s Young Children Priority One 
(YCPO) Director responsible for guiding and developing the 
South Coast AKtion Club in association with the Intellectual 
Disability Services Council. 

In South Australia there are AKtion Clubs sponsored by Kiwanis 
Clubs of Adelaide Hills (The Hills AKtion Club); Brighton 
(Brighton Busy Beavers); Burnside (Adelaide Achievers);  Tea 
Tree Gully (Gully Go-Getters) and Reynella, with Mr Michael 
Paterson as Director responsible for guiding and developing the 
South Coast AKtion Club. 

Michael conducts his highly respected leadership role in the 
South Coast AKtion Club, one can identify a person of integrity,  

commitment, compassion and tolerance; someone who values 
every opportunity to help, challenge, and be-friend; a person 
with good communication skills, gregarious, a person of goodwill 
with a fine sense of humour;  indeed, a Kiwanian who likes to 
get his hands dirty helping others. 

Excerpts taken from a reference written by Janine Powell supporting the 
nomination of Michael Paterson for the OAM.                   

Awarded the Order of Australia 

“ Mr Michael Francis PATERSON  Onkaparinga Hills 
SA    

For service to people with disabilities through the South 
Coast AKtion Club and the Kiwanis Club of Reynella”  

Michael (at right) being congratulated by Owen Donaghey Division 8 Lt 
Gov at the Reynella Changeover Dinner 2006. Michael continues as 

Director of the South Coast AKtion Club 

Awarded the Order of Australia  

“ Mr Kenneth William FARMER 
Mannum SA  

For service to the community, 
particularly as a contributor to the 

development of the Kiwanis 
movement in South Australia”  
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the ride possible.  

Sunrisers quickly accepted the 
challenge and club members helped 
form an organizing committee. The club 
provides many officials such as signage 
officials, stewards to place signs along 
the routes, catering officials to provide 
food and drinks during the ride, and also 
a meal at the end. Over the past 5 years 
the “ Fruit Loop Ride”  as it is known 
has grown in stature with almost 500 
riders taking part this year. With some 
Kiwanians commencing duties at 
6.00am and others working up to 12 
hours during the day, it is a big day for 
the Sunrisers. This year there were 23 
Sunrisers who took part as officials 
giving 205 service hours all up. Every 
cent raised went to Hospice Care. The 
Fruit Loop Ride is one of the most 

The Kiwanis Club of Shepparton 
Sunrisers helped raise over $42,000 
recently by conducting a bike ride in the 
Goulburn Valley. This takes the grand 
total over the last 6 years to around 
$150,000.  

A local cycle shop owner, Trevor Morris 
was so thankful for the part the Goulburn 
Valley Hospice Care had played during 
the final months of his father’s life, that he 
felt he wanted to do something to support 
Hospice Care. 

He came up with the idea of conducting a 
bike ride around the Goulburn Valley over 
50Kms, 100kms and 200kms. He invited 
cyclists to enter by donating their entrance 
fee to Hospice Care. He turned to Kiwanis 
Sunrisers to supply the personnel to make 

successful Community Service Projects on 
the Sunrisers’ calendar. 

Kiwanis Sunrisers getting a 
BBQ going for the cyclists 

as they finish . 

     Don Kilgour  Ride Director 
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The Local Hero Award was introduced into the Australian of the Year 
Awards in 2003. It acknowledges extraordinary contributions made by 
Australians in their local community. 

Medal of the Order of Australia: for service worthy of particular recognition 
Any person may nominate any Australian citizen for an award; the 
nominations are reviewed by the Order of Australia Council, independent of 
any political interference, and then approved by the Governor-General. 
There are no posthumous nominations for the Order. The Order is awarded 
twice annually: on Australia Day, and on the Queen©s Birthday public holiday 
in June.                                                                                          Editor 
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As one of our club’s major projects, we have been gathering toys, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, clothing, school requisites and 
anything else that would be of use for orphans in Timor Leste. We shipped over two loads of toys and clothing during 2006 and a 
further load of toys and more clothing was shipped closer to Christmas to give the orphans a Christmas they won’t forget. 

To date, we have supplied in the vicinity of $15,000 to Timor Leste over the past 24 months.        Michelle Henderson, Casuarina Club 

    Children gathered at Tmor Leste   Toys ready for Timor  -  18th August 2006 
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DIVISION CLUB Sept 2004 Sept 2005 Sept 2006 
1 Victoria Geelong 34 37 36 

  Melbourne 14 15 18 
  Port Phillip 13 5 7 
  Sunbury 24 23 22 
  Warrnambool 24 21 29        102 
2 Qld/NSW Brisbane 15 14 11 
  East Maitland 22 24 32 
  Newcastle 24 22 24 
  Sydney 7 8   7           74 
3 Sth. Aust. Adelaide 29 31 31 
  Burnside - E. Adelaide 18 15 13 
  Mitcham 12 10   9 
  Prospect 18 15 12 
  Reedbeds-Lockleys 14 13 13 
  West Lakes 11 10 11          89 
4 W. Aust. Canning River 12 10 10 
  Karrinyup 13 13 13 
  Swan River 11 11 11 
  Victoria Park 12 12 11           45 
6 Victoria Brighton 26 22 21 
  Berwick 16 16 12 
  Dingley 15 15 14 
  Doncaster -Templestowe 35 34 36 
  Hampton 18 17 17 
  Moorabbin 11 11 11 
  Whitehorse 15 15 12 
  Waverley 15 9 11        134 
7 Victoria Albury-Wodonga 9 15 9 
  Bendigo 14 17 18 
  Cobram-Barooga 15 13 14 
  Deniliquin 9 15 15 
  Echuca-Moama 20 25 24 
  McLennan 13 13 18 
  Mooroopna 29 25 26 
  Shepparton 22 24 22 
  Shepparton Sunrisers 38 41 44        190 
8 Sth. Aust Adelaide Hills 25 24 24 
  Brighton 23 18 19 
  Glenelg 25 23 24 
  Mt Gambier 15 15 12 
  Murray Bridge 15 15   7 
  Reynella 14 14 14         100 
9 N.T. Alice Springs 30 21   0        Club    
  Casuarina 19 13 13 
  Darwin 14 18 21 
  Palmerston R 11 11 12         46 
10 Sth Aust Athelstone 23 24 25 
  Barossa 28 32 37 
  Gawler 16 14 15 
  Modbury 24 19 11 
  Rostrevor-Campbelltown 41 47 51 

  Tea Tree Gully 25 22 21        160 
                            TOTAL           1001            960             940 

Dec 2006 
42 

18 
7 
21 
18       106 
12 
32 
24* 
7 *         75 
29 
13 
10 
16* 
13* 
12*        93 
10* 
13 
11 
11         45 
21 
11 
12 
36 
12* 
11 
13 
9         125 
9 
20 
14* 
13 
24* 
18 
25 
22 
45       190 
25 
19* 
25 
12* 
10* 
15       106 
Disbanded 

13 
18 
12       43 
26 
38 
17 
11 
52 

21       165 
          948 

Kiwanis International Membership 
was  

324,727 in 1992  

248,210 in 2005 

260,701 in 2006   

A bit of trivia? 

Let’s take a comparative look at 
the population figures for just two 
countries with similar cultures  - 
Australia and the USA. 

Figures for July 2006  

Total Population  

Australia  20.3 million 

USA        300.3 million 

Total Population Age15-64 

Australia 13.6 million 

USA 198.6 million 

Total Population Age 65+  

Australia  2.6 million 

USA 37.3 million 

The 960 Aussie Kiwanians are 
0.006% of Australia’s population 
Ages15-64 and 65+, 

The 205,851 American Kiwanians 
make up 0.08% of USA’s 
population Ages15-64 and 65+.  

* � � � #� �� � � ��� � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � 
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We have had a number of problems regarding our membership Data Base at Kiwanis 
International. This had us listed as having 1059 members and we all know that this was 
not correct. As we received each member list from each Club we were able (with the 
help of Joan Wilson at KI) to delete 165 past members which then brought our numbers 
back to 894. We have a Lt Governor that they have no membership record for and 1 
club that is not on the list. There are also many Kiwanians who are not on the list who 
did not receive a membership ID and to the families of any deceased past members 
who did. 

I have sent a copy of the list of the members of your club as at the 30th September 
2006. Many of you will have members that are not on this list so I ask that you correct it 
by sending in Add and or Delete forms as appropriate.  

You will need to fill out new member adds or deletes with all the details eg; dates of 
joining addresses etc and if the member is a member that has rejoined Kiwanis.  

·  Please send this information to me either by Post or if you would prefer just 
email me on our new address gebe@mcmedia.com.au   

·  Please keep copies of this for your club records until you receive an official 
listing from Australia District. 

·  PLEASE CHECK that the District Secretary, Peter Cecil, has received 
your add or delete form that you send him in the future.   

 Governor GEOFF HILL                         
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�������������������������������������������THE SUNDOWNER SHEPPARTON PARKLAKE MOTOR INN  

                                            481 Wyndham St, Shepparton 3630  (opposite Lake Victoria)   

                    Ph 03 58 21 5822     email: reservations@parklake.com.au     web: www.parklake.com.au       

                    When booking at this motel please mention that you are part of the Kiwanis Convention   

                             A Convention Registration Form is available for download as a Word Document  

   See website www.kiwanis.org.au link ‘Convention Shepparton’ 

  For further enquiries :    Jan & John Hyde 03 58 212639    jh345616@bigpond.net.au 
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February 9,10,11 Board of Trustees 

  in Shepparton  

March 9,10 ASPAC Manila 

April 1  District Dues DUE 

April 20   District Executive 

May 18,19,20 Board of Trustees 

  in Shepparton 

July 4,5,6  Internat. Convention in 
  San Antonio 

August 30 Board of Trustees 

  in Shepparton 

August 30 –Sept 2 39th District Convention 

  in Shepparton 
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